"An unrequited non-melodramatic love story - that subverts mainstream commercial cinema. The

film plays on the subtextual erotica that ultimately becomes the text. An impotently potent film!"
-Amrit Gangar, Film critic.

…A film trapped between two monologues. A lonely and abandoned wife’s
fantasy comes to life when the paramour she invokes springs forth and
transforms her reality. Shadows Formless is an interpretation of the Malayalam
novella Pandavpuram by the distinguished novelist Setumadhavan from
Kerela…
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…Shadows Formless – A film by Ashish Avikunthak

Crew
Director & Producer: Ashish Avikunthak
Executive Producer: Ashwini Deo
Cinematography: Setu
Editing: Mahadeb Shi & Pankaj Rishi Kumar
Screenplay: Moloy Mukherjee & Ashish Avikunthak
Story: Sethumadhvan
Music: Nurit Jugend
Sound: Kshtij Rajkumar, Rupak Das
Associate Director: Moloy Mukherjee
Cast
Devi Mandira Banerjee
Rahul Deepak Haldar
Shila Sweta Tiwari
Technical Details
Original Title Nirakar Chayya
English Title Shadow Obscura
Duration 82 minutes
Format 35mm
Image Color and Black & White
Sound Mono-optical
Language Bengali
Aspect ratio 1.37: 1
Country India
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Story
Calcutta. Present. The narrative revolves around a young forlorn housewife Devi,
abandoned by her husband, Madan. Living with her sister-in-law, Shila. One day a
stranger, Rahul, enters her life, claiming to have known both her and Madan - when
they all lived in an industrial town called Alirajpur. He refers to an illicit love
relationship between himself and Devi and the collapsing marriage of Devi and
Madan. Devi disputes this story claiming that she has never stepped out of Calcutta,
much less lived in Alirajpur at any point in her life. Over the next few days, Rahul, as
a guest in Devi's house, continues to elaborate on his story in his attempt to convince
her of its reality. He recalls anecdotes from their life together in Alirajpur, he alludes
to the intimacy of their secret relationship, but fails to convince Devi. Rahul also meets
Shila, Devi's sister-in-law and Madan's sister, and tells her stories of Alirajpur and
Madan. However she is skeptical of her stories. One day, as Rahul is gradually
becoming a part of Devi's and Shila's existence, he abruptly announces to Devi that he
plans to leave. But Devi refuses to let him go, on the argument that his arrival is not of
his own free will, but the outcome of her invoking a paramour. She now validates the
truth of the Alirajpur stories and acknowledges the past relationship. However, now
Rahul retracts from his earlier position, stating that the relationship was, in fact,
fictitious.
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Director's Statement
This film is a stylized adaptation of a novel called Pandavpuram by an important
Malayalam author, Sethu Madhavan. It explores the psychological universe of a
lonely woman abandoned by her husband, awaiting a paramour who she believes
will rescue her from the mundanity of her existence and bring passion into her life.
This yearning stems from both her emotional need to overcome loneliness and a
suppressed sexual desire. As the yearning translates into an imagined reality, the film
travels through the daily life of this lonely woman, inhabited by a affectionate sister-in
law and a paramour.
Contemporary urban society in India is increasingly faced with the problems of
alienation and loneliness, arising from nuclear family units and rising levels of marital
separation and abandonment. In the absence of the support of the larger joint family,
this alienation can take on the nature of a psychosis. The film attempts to probe into
the complexities of such a state, which blurs the boundaries between reality and
unreal. This film contemplates upon the reality of such an imagined world through the
use of the aesthetic and structural possibilities of the cinematic medium.
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Director Biography
Ashish Avikunthak (b. 1972) is an award winning experimental filmmaker who has
been making films in India from the mid nineties. His films have been shown in various
short film festivals around the world. In 2006 he had a retrospective of his work at Les
Inattendus, Lyon and recently his work has been exhibited at the Tate Modern,
London, Centre George Pompidou, Paris and Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley. He has
worked as a social activist, archaeologist and an anthropologist. Currently he is
finishing doctoral research in the dept. of Cultural and Social Anthropology at
Stanford University. He spends his time between California and India.
Retrospectives:
Les Inattendus, Lyon, France 2006
Goethe Institute, Max Muller Bhavan, Calcutta 2004
Filmography:
Shadows Formless (Nirakar Chhaya)
2007, 35mm, Color, 82 mins
End Note (Antaral)
2005, 16mm, Color, 18 minutes
International Bunker Film Festival, Italy 2007
Tongues on Fire - Asian Woman Film Festival, London 2007
Let It BE! A Festival of Independent Films, Bombay 2007
San Francisco International Asian American Film Festival 2007
International Film Festival Rotterdam 2007
European Media Art Festival, Osnabruck 2006
Images Festival, Toronto 2006
Bangkok International Film Festival 2006
Dancing Othello (Brihnnlala Ki Khelkali)
2002, 16mm, Color, 17 minutes
"Desire under Banyan: Beyond Bollywood", Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley 2006
"Cate Balanche Vikalp", a Retrospective of Indian Documentaries, Cinema-Nova
Brussels 2005
"Shakespeare in Asia", Conference on Theatre, Stanford 2004
"Dance in South Asia", Conference on Performance, Swarthmore 2002
Rummaging for Pasts: Excavating Sicily, Digging Bombay
2001, Digital Video, Color, 27 minutes
Vikalp- Films for Freedom, Bombay 2004
World Archaeology Congress, Washington 2003
"Narrative Pasts | Past Narratives", Conference on Archaeology, Stanford 2001
Published as a streaming video in the online Stanford Journal of Archaeology 2001
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Kalighat Fetish (Kalighat Athikatha)
1999, 16mm, Color, 22 minutes
**Best Documentary, Tampere Film Festival 2001
Sommerszene, Salzburg 2007
Broadway Media Centre, Nottingham 2007
Cornerhouse, Manchester 2007
The Hat Factory, Luton 2006
The Peepul Centre, Leicester 2006
Arts Picturehouse, Cambridge 2006
Arnolfini, Bristol 2006
Watermans, Brentford 2006
Bite The Mango! Festival, Bradford 2006
MAC Midlands Arts Centre, Birmingham 2006
Tate Modern, London 2006
Centre George Pompidou, Paris 2006
Espace Croise, Roubaix 2006
South Asian Film Festival, Seattle 2005
Scratch Projects, Paris 2005
Experimenta, Bombay & New Delhi 2004
Queer Filmistan, San Francisco 2003
New York Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2002
Los Angles Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 2001
Chingari Video Fest, Madison 2000
London Film Festival 2000
Et Cetera
1995-98, 16mm, Color, 32 minutes
Dhaka Short Film Festival 1999
"Fictions/Prayoga" a Retrospective of Indian Experimental Films, Cinema-Nova,
Brussels 2005
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Cast
Mandira Banerjee (as Devi) has worked as a theatre artist in more than hundred
theater productions in Calcutta. Recently she has had important roles in theatre
productions like Char Duar, Manmoyee Girls’ School, Ramanimohan, and Chhaya
Mareech. She has also worked in television and tele-films as various character actors.
Shadows Formless is her first film as a central protagonist.
Deepak Haldar (as Rahul) has been acting in theatres since he was seven. He has
acted in more than thirty Bangla theatre productions, street and proscenium since
1989. He has worked with many young and established directors working in the
active theater circuit in Calcutta. Most recently he has acted as Ramkinkar in the
production Neel Maati Laal Kankar (2005) - a biographic stage adaptation of
Ramkinkar Bej – one of India’s earliest modernist sculptor. He has also acted in
television soaps and films as character actors. Shadows Formless is his first film as a
key protagonist.
Sweta Tiwari (as Shila) has primarily worked as a presenter and soap actress in
Bengali television. Shadows Formless is her first feature film work.
Crew
Setu Pandey (cinematographer), an alumnus of the FTII (Film & Television Institute of
India), is an established cinematographer based in Bombay. He has shot number of
acclaimed award winning documentaries and short films - Jari Mari: Of Cloth and
other stories (2001) Turtle People (2003) and others. He has been the Director of
Photography for mainstream Bollywood films - Charas: A Joint Effort (2004) and most
recently Aamir Khan Production’s Taare Zameen Par (2007). He has know Avikunthak
since his days in FTII and shot his earlier short films Antaral (2005) and Dancing
Othello (2002).
Pankaj Rishi Kumar (co-editor), an alumnus of FTII began his career as an assistant
editor on Sekhar Kapur's Bandit Queen ( 1 9 9 4 ). He has edited number of
documentaries and TV serials before turning to film direction. His first documentary
Kumar Talkies (1999) won critical acclaim, and was screened at forty film festivals
and won Best Film-L'alternative Barcelona, Special Jury at Zanzibar and Indian
National award for Best Sound. His second film Pather Chujaer (2002) was screened
at twenty-five film festivals and won Unesco Prize for Best Film at MITIL, Bronze Remi
at Houston and a special Jury at Karachi and Dallas South Asia festival. He was an
Asia Society fellow at Harvard University in 2003.
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Mahadeb Shi (co-editor), an alumnus of FTII has been award-winning editor of
documentaries and feature films in India and Bangladesh. He has edited of
innumerable films for the past twenty years, noteworthy among them have been works
by Ashok Viswanathan, Ruchir Joshi, Ranjan Palit and the noted Bangladeshi
filmmaker Tanvir Mokammel. He has also co-produced and edited Kaal Abhirati
(1988) – an avant-garde feature length work made in Bengali by Amitabh
Chakraborty. Prior to Shadow Formless, he has earlier worked as an editor of
Avikunthak’s short film Antaral (2005).
Nurit Jugend (music composer) recently graduated from Stanford University (USA)
with a doctorate in music and has authored over a dozen published compositions.
Her works have been performed worldwide and include the 2000 Luxembourg ISCM
World Music Festival, 2000 Biennale Tempus Fugit festival (Israel) and the 2005 ISCM
in Croatia-Zagreb. Jugend’s works have earned her numerous prestigious awards and
have been performed by leading groups such as the St. Lawrence String Quartet
(USA), Sirius Group (USA), 21st Century Contemporary Players (Israel), Haifa
Symphony Orchestra, Israel Philharmonic Orchestra under Maestro Zubin Mehta, EMex Trio (Germany), Calarts Ensemble (USA), Slovenian Symphony Orchestra under
Sean Edwards and others.
Sethumadhvan (novelist) is an acclaimed novelist from Kerala with more than thirty
titles to his credit in Malayalam. He has won two Sahitya Academy awards (India’s
highest literary prize). Critics have hailed Pandavapuram (1979) as a work, which
“bears the stamp of Sethu's narrative skills, with its unmistakable predilection toward
weird remembrances and nightmarish visions. Sethu is one of those writers who bring
to bear upon their works a sense of the impossible, together with a haunting quality,
though routed in the mundane and the routine, calls up a subtext of profound
psychological, anthropological and at times, occult or mystical significance, in a
remarkable way.”
Moloy Mukherjee (associate director) has been a close collaborator of Avikunthak for
more than ten years having assisted him in all his earlier short films. He has assisted
and worked in number of documentaries and films in Calcutta and Bombay. He
worked in Shadow Formless as an Associate Director and shares credit with
Avikunthak as its screenplay and dialogue writer.
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Articles
2007 Erasure of the Subaltern as Auto Critique - An essay by Abhishek Hazra in the
online contemporary Indian art webmagazine Artconcerns (June '07).
http://www.artconcerns.com/html/essay_abhishekHazra.htm
2006 Cinema Of Prayoga – extracts from the catalogue of Tate Modern, by Tanya
Singh in the magazine Vertigo (Autumn '07).
http://vertigomagazine.co.uk/showarticle.php?sel=bac&siz=1&id=605
2006 Interviewed by Amrit Gangar - in "Cinema Prayoga: Indian Experimental Films
1913-2006" eds., Brad Butler & Karen Mirza (London: no.w. here).
http://www.avikunthak.com/Amrit%20Gangar%20Interview.htm
2006 Article in Siliconeer - a San Francicso Bay Area's webmagazine (April '06).
http://www.avikunthak.com/Siliconeer%20April%202006.htm
2006 Review In American Anthropologist - by Ruth Van Dyke of Performing Death &
Rummaging for Pasts: "Seeing the Past: Visual Media in Archaeology" 108 (2):
370–384.
http://www.avikunthak.com/American%20Anthropologist.htm
2005 In conversation with Shai Heredia - for "Excavating Indian Experimental Film" - a
research project supported by Sarai, Delhi (April '05).
http://www.avikunthak.com/Shai%20Heredia.htm
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